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« Boe what trae English heart will not swell, when itshall be made clear and evident, as in this book, 


«“ that thesovereignty of the seas, flowing about this island, even to the very shores opposite, hath, in all 





‘ times, Whereof there remains any written testimony, under every revolution, down to the present age, 
been held and acknowledged by all the world, as an snseparable appendant of the British Empire; and 
‘ that, bv virtue thereof, the kings of England successively have had the sovereign guard of the seas; that 
they have imposed taxes and tributes upon all ships passing and fishing therein; that they have obstructed 
and opened the passage thereof to strangers at their own pleasure, and done all other things that may 
“ testify am absolute sea domimion. What Enslish heart, I say, can consider these things together witl 
‘© the late actings, and not be inflamed with an indignation answerable to the insolence of these people, 
“ raised, but yesterday, out of the dust.” ——Nepuam's Dedication of Stitven’s Domunion of the eas. 
$25) —— - —[226 
TO THE “© Learned Languages,” \ hich once were so 


INDEPENDENT ELECTORS serviceable to the monks and friars, and 
sig | which are now kept as much in use as possi- 
vt Ma | ble by all those who are de-irous of making 

CITY AND LIBERTIES OF WESTMINSTER. | 4 mystery of what ought to be clearly and 
LeTTer XX. universally understood. For the same rea- 

sons the /aw, that which every man ought 


GENTLEMEN; | . 
When I cencluded the last to understand as clearly a8 possible, has been 
‘ ° . - - _ . — — | . ” in . a me 
letter which I did myself the honour of ad- | tendered mystical by the introducing and 


dressing to you {-ee Vol. XI. p. 930), I the retaining of foreign words. Latin, 
oresaw, that occasions would arise, when I | French, Half-French and Half Latin, any 
, . - . ; lat ; ne sherncihy) 

ivht again think this the best mode ot thing so that it be ne omprenh¢ usible to the 


> 


Cc mmunicating my remarks to the public people in general ; no matter what it is so 
in general, Aw occasion of this sort has now | that it keeps them from a knowledge of the 


ie 


arisen. The bill for preventing grants of real nature of the thing; and, what is above 
Places in Reversion has been thrown out in | all things provoking, when a couple of 
the House of Lords, after having passed the | empty-headed fellows have once got a gown 
House of Commons; and, as it is reason- | 20d wigon, and have learnt the use of this 
able to suppose, that some of you may not barbarous jargon, they will, without the 
be fully acquainted of the nature of such least sense of decency or shame, stand up 
grants, and of the circumstances under | amidst hundreds of spectators, and bestow 
which the bill was thrown out, 1, who have | upon each other, at every second breath, the 
had an opportunity of becoming acquainted | appellation of “* dearned friend.” Much 
with both, will endeavour to give you a just | More depends upon names than seems to en- 
description of them. ter into ourphilosophy. When the excel- 

There are, Gentlemen, numerous places | lent parliament, which made a law to pro. 
under the government, which are called | Vide against Englishmen being unjustly de- 
Sine-cures, from two Latin words which | Prived of their personal liberty ; when they 
mean without care Places having no care, were enacting that the persons of innocent 
no charge, and, of course, no employment, | men, of all ranks, should, for the future, be 
attached to them; places which give the | secure from the fangs of a tyrannical govern- 
holders no other troable than that of receiv- | Ment, they should have taken care to give 
ing the salaries or fees arising from them. | their act a name which all. men must have 
The reason why these places are described clearly understood ; and not have left it to 
by out-landish words is evident enough ; | the “* /earned friends” to call it the act of 


> 


p for, to call them, in plain English, places | Ha/eas Corpus, anaime that, as far os nine- 


wihout employment, or nothing-to-do places, tenths of the people know, may mean some- 
Would naturally produce feelings, in the peo- | thing to eat, or todrink. If it had been 
pe, not very friendly to sach a snug esta- | called the personal security act, or the act 
blishment; and, indeed, had these places al- | for preventing unjust imprisonment, be you 
Ways been described by English words, my | assured, Gentlemen, that it never would 
“pinion is, that they would have ceased to | have been suspended for seven years toge- 
exust long ago. We have here, Gentlemen, | ther, not, at least, without some complaint, 
4 striking instance of the great utility of the { on ahe part of Englishoien, againstsuch sus- 
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227) 
pension. The English name would, too, 
have sounded badly in debate. Pitt, even 
Pitt, would not have talked so glibly of sus- 
pending the act for preventing unjust im- 
prisonment. Men out of doors would have 
been startled at such a proposition; upon 
inguiry they would have found, that, from 
the moment this act was suspended, any man 
inthe kingdom was liatle to be seized ty a 
messenger from the offices of government and 
to be imprisoned as long as the council 
thought proper, without any trial, and with- 
out sny mode of obtaining redress, er even a 
hearing in his defence; and, finding this, it 
is not to be believed, that they would have 
acted as they did. 

From this digression, in which I have an- 
ticipated myself as to one objection to the 
teaching of what modern imposture and im- 
pudence term ‘ the Learned Languages,” I 
return to sine-cure places, the nature of 
which I have endeavoured to explain to you. 
But, Gentlemen, persons to fill, if it may be 
so called, places where there is nothing to 
do but to receive the salaries or fees, are 
found in such abundance and they meet with 
ministers so ready to reward their public 
services, that these places, alas! numerous 
as they are, fall farshort of the number re- 
quired. ‘They are all filled, at all times. 
‘This being the case, all that a poor minister 
can do for his friends, or relations, is to p7o- 
mise them the first vacancy. But, here 
arises a difficulty: two difficulties indeed ; 
for the minister may not keep his promise ; 
and, if, by any chance, he should be disposed 
to do that, he may not keep his place; be- 
sides which he may die, or the asker of the 

lace may cease to support him. Therefore, 
in order to make things as sure as this sub- 
lunary state of things will admit of, the 
place-hunter says, if yon cannot give me the 
place, give me the reversion of it: that is to 
say, obtain mea grant from the king, ma- 
king me the heir of the man who now holds 
the place. Nay, sometimes these reversions 
are granted to two or three persons at once ; 
first to one, and, if he or she should die, to 
another, and, if he or she should die to ano- 
ther, in which way, the late ministers have 
asserted in open parliament, that most of the 
places upon the Irish establishment are new 
granted, many of the grantees being young 
childrep ; so that the places aré granted 
away for sixty or eighty years to come. 

This, Gentlemen, is what is meant by 
granting places in reversion, pensions, ob- 
serve, being fr ted in the same 
manner, and also some which are not 
perfect sinecures——The late ministry, 

composed of our friends, the Whigs, 
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| brought in a bill, @ day or two before their 
| Leing ousted, to prevent, forthe future, the 


granting of places in reversion, Their suc. 
cessors, though they have, as you have seen, 
obtained a decided majority in both Houses 
of Parliament, did net oppose the passing of 
this bill. But, when it came to the noble 
Lords, the noble Lords quickly dispatched it, 


| On the 4th instant they did this, after a de- 
| bate, which I shall here insert exactly as | 





| find it reported in the Morning Chronicle 


newspaper ; and] beseech you to read every 
word of it with attention. 

«« Lord Arpew considered the bill to be 
‘an unnecessary and indecent attack upon 
“ the king’s lawful prerogative. Nothing 
‘« whatever had been stated to prove that 
‘‘ such a measure was necessary, except 
‘* merely an expression in the preamble of 
‘* the bill, that it was expedient for the 
“* public service. The manner also in which 
‘* the bill originated was very unusual, and 
‘* no ground had been shewn to prove that 
‘* there was any necessity to make such sn 
‘« attack upon the -king’s just prerogative. 
“ He should therefore oppose the bill and 
‘* take the sense of the house upon it. 

«« Earl Grosvenor expressed great regret 
‘* at the opposition given to this bill by his 
‘* noble friend. He conceived the bill to 
‘‘ be so completely in unison with the po- 
‘« pular feeling at the present moment, that 
“* it would be unwise to reject it, and he 
“¢ thought his majesty’s ministers, by oppo- 
“* sing the bill, would render themselves so 
** unpopular that they would not long te- 
‘* main in office. He was a warm friend to 
‘* the bill, not merely for its own sake, but 
“€ for the sake of those measures of reform 
“relative to the public expenditure, of 
“* which he considered this merely as the 
“ forerunner; measures which were highly 
“* necessary at a crisis like the present, 
“ when it was of so much importance to 
‘* engage the kearts as well as the arms of 
‘‘ the people. He trusted their Jordships 
‘* would not be induced to reject the bill. 

“ The Esrx or Laupenpace called the: 
«* Jordships attention to his majesty’s spec“ 
‘* at the close of the last session, in which 
‘* satisfaction was expressed at the conduct 
** of the Committee of Finance, and ©00- 
“* tended that this bill, being the only me* 
** sure which that committee had then ' 
“« commended, the king’s speech contaii“ 
‘* in effect an approval of the measure. A‘ 
“* ter ministers had thus approved of tht 
‘* measure, after they had approved of it 
‘¢ the other house, and after the bill ba 
** been so long in this house, he was grea 
“* astonishedat the oppositien it now ¢%)* 
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« rienced. Hecould not helpalso advertingto 
« the conduct of his majesty’s ministers up- 
« on this occasion. If they now thought 
« this bill oaght not to pass, why did they 
« not attend in their places, and oppose it 
«in a manly manner, instead of staying 
« gway themselves, and sending their 
« friends and connections to oppose the 
« pill?” [None of the ministers were pre- 
« sent, except the lord chancellor.) ‘‘ He 
« did not mean by this to impute to the no- 
«ble lord that he was sent there for that 
‘ purpose ; but that construction would be 
put upon such conduct by the public. He 
was convinced that the public feeling was 
« strongly in favour of the bill; and that 
ought to be, at the present moment, a 
strong argument in its favour. The 
granting of offices in reversion he consi- 
dered to be highly prejudicial to the pub- 
lic service, and highly improper, such 
“ grants being frequently made to children, 
at avery early age, and such offices, al- 
though requiring regulation, from a 
change of circumstances, could not, du- 
ring such grant, be regulated for the be- 
neht of the public. He would instance 
one case, that of the large office held by 
‘ the noble lord (Arden), and the reversion 
‘ of which had been granted to him after 
the death of his father, whose public ser- 
‘vices were undoubtedly great, ata time 
when the income arising from it was com- 
paratively trifling. Tne profits of it had 
since increased to an amount which could 
not possibly have been in the contempla- 
tion of any one, and which arose, in a 
great degree, from the misfortunes of the 
country. It would, no doubt, have been 
thought expedient to regulate an office of 
that description. - He thought, upon eve- 
Ty ground that could be stated, that 
this bill ought to be proceeded in. 
‘“Lorp Arpen said he was not sent 
to that house to oppose the bill, nor 
would he be sent there by any man: he 
opposed the bil] because he conceived it 
to be his duty as a peer of parliament to 
do so, 
“ The Eart or Lavperpate, in expla- 
Nation, disclaimed any intention of throw- 
lng the least imputation upon the noble 
lord; he only mean: to allude to the con- 
Straction which would be. put in the pub- 
lic mind upon the opposition given to the 
bill, coupled with the absence of his ma- 
Jesty's ministers. 
“ Loan Viscount Mexvitte said there 
was only one point in which he agreed 
_ with the noble lord (Lauderdale), name- 
ly, that which relaied.to the absence of 
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‘* ministers. He wished they had been 


‘* there to declare their sentiments in Oppo- 
ce 


sition to the bill, if such were the senti- 
*€ ments which they entertained upon the 
** subject. But when the absence of ministeis 
** wasspoken of, he wouldask, where were (he 
** illustrions members of the Jate adminisira- 
** tion? Why did not they attend to sup- 
*¢ port their own bill, and display their | 

** rental fondness for their own offs; 

** He denied that this measure had b 
*« proved of or alluded to in bis myo ty’s 
** speech. The speech applauded the ge- 
‘* neral object of the Commitiee of fi pance, 
** namely, to inquire into the means of re- 
** forming and economising the public exe 
** penditure ; but could not be made to ap- 
** ply to the present measure No argu- 
‘“< ment had, he contended, been adduced in 
** favour of the present measure, except an 
‘* assertion, that it was agreeable to the 
‘* public feeling. He did not believe that 
** there was any such feeling in the public 
‘* mind, nor was there any thing in the bill 
** by which the public could be benefited. 
** If the bill were to pass, not a sixpence 
“« would le saved ly it; the offices would 
** remain the same ; and, the only object 
“* of it would be to encroach upon the king's 
«© just and lawful prerogative. The noble 
‘‘ lord had spoken of reversions being 
‘* granted to children, but was it not the 
“* practice, when great services had been 
*< performed by an Admiral or General, to 
** confer hereditary honours, and to grant 
“* alsoan annual sum, which was not con- 
‘* fined to the person to whom granted, but 
** was extended to his descendants? It 
«© had been the constant practice of our an- 
‘** cestors to act upon this principle. He 
“© would put a case also to shew the expedi- 
** ency of acting upon it in other instances : 
‘* suppose a person was rendered incapable 
“ by age or infirmity from executing the 
‘* duties of an otfice which he had held for 
“« 20 or 30 years; such a person was not to 
‘ be turned out without some provision. 
«« There were in this case only two muck s 
* of acting; the one by a pension, and the 
* other by granting the reversion of the 
“€ office to his sonor other relation, who 
“ might ASSIST him in the office. My 
‘© the former mode, a charge was made np- 
‘* on the public during the life of that per- 
‘« son, and in the Jatter there was no addi- 
‘* tional expense. He could discover no- 
‘* thing in support of this bil], but an asser- 
‘ tion that it was expedient; whilst, on 
« the other hand, there was the uniforin 
«* practice of our ancestors. He could net, 
‘* therefore, consent to such a bil as tie 
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present, nor could he for a moment con- 
sent, that after a Leneficent reign of near- 
ly half a century, such an attack should 
be made upon the prerogative and influence 
of a beloved and revered monarch. 

«© Lorp Ho ttanp said, as the noble vis- 
count had began his speech by stating 
that there was only one point in the 
speech of his noble friend (the earl of 
Lauderdale), in which he agreed, so he 
would observe, that there was only one 
point in the speech of the noble viscount 
in which he had the good fortune to agree, 
and that was, that his majesty’s minis- 
ters ought to have been present to have 


* declared their sentiments in a manly man- 


ner upon this bill. As to the charge 
made by the noble viscount, of the ab- 
sence of the members of the late adini- 
nistration, be could assure their Jord- 
ships, that, had there been the least ex- 
pectation that this bill would be oppo- 
sed, there would have been a full attend- 
ance of those noble lords, with whom he 
had the honour toact. But when it was fecoi- 
lected that only four-and-twenty hours no- 
tice had been given of any intention to op- 
pose this bill (he did not mean to throw any 
imputation upon the noble lord who had 
commenced this debate), there was not 
much ground for surprise at the thin at- 
tendance. He thought it, however, of 
so much importance that this bill should 
be debated in a full house, that he in- 
tended to move to adjourn the debate til] 
to-morrow, in order to give an opporta- 
nity for that full attendance, which the 
importance of the subject demanded. 
After the bill had been nearly a month 
before the house, without appearing to 
meet with any objection, he was astonish- 
ed that it should now be attempted to be 
debated in athin house, and at so late a 
period of the session. His noble friends 
had vot attended, because they thought 
there was no intention of opposing the 
bill; he was convinced they would attend 
if the consideration of the bil! was post- 
poned tillto morrow. He entirely agreed 
with his noble friend (earl Grosvenor), 
that this bill was only to be considered as 
the forerunner of important measures of 
reform and economy inthe public expendi- 
ture of the country. When it was in con- 
templation to abolish or to regulate offi- 
ces, it was natural as the first step to bé 
taken, to prevent those offices - being 
granted in reversion, because if they were 
it was obvious that fer a considerable time 
no regulation could be applied to them. 
it wes therefore that the public feeling 
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(234 
was so much interested in this bill, which 
he contended it was, and he begged leaye 
to say that he thought the noble viscoun: 
in denying the existence of this public 
feeling was mistaken. He was convinced 
that 1f ministers thought that the rejection 
of this measure would not be an unpopv- 
Jar measure, they would find themselves 
miserably mistaken. He denied that the 
bill was an encroachment upon the just 
prerogative of the crown, on the contrary, 
the granting in reversion was an encroach. 
ment upon that prerogative, and upon this 
subject he would put the case, which 
though an extreme one, would shew the 
tendency of the argument, namely, that 
of all the ofhces being granted in rever- 
sion, it would necessarily follow, that the 
successor to the crown would find himself 
deprived of all influence. Reversions, 
besides, had a tendency to render the off- 
ces themselves sitecures, and sinecures 
were again granted in reversion: then re- 
versions begat sinecures, and sinecures 
begat reversions, Ii might be true that, 
by the operation of this bill in itself, no- 
thing would be saved; but when it was 
considered as the first step to other mea- 
sures, it must be viewed in a very difier- 
ent light; and although there might be 
considerable exaggeration as to the saving 
which it was possible to effect, yet, at the 
present moment, every sixpence and 
every halfpenny ought to be saved, in or 
der to lighten, as much as possible, the 
burdens of the people. There might, 
perhaps, be a popular delusion wpon iis 
subject; but even that was an argument, 
at a crisis like the present, for agreeing to 
this bill. He did not conceive, however, 
that a bili of so much importance should 
be decided upon in so thin’ a house, and 
he should therefore move, that the debate 
be adjourned till to-morrow. 
*« The Eart or LAUDERDALE again Te 
ferred to his majesty’s speech at the close 
of the last session, his majesty’s speech 3 
the opening of the presenf session, and 0 
the votes of the house of commons, con- 
taining the Resolution on which the pre 
sent bill was founded; and contended 
that his majesty’s speeches contained 4 
full approval of this measure. 
** Lorp Viscount MELVILLE again C00’ 
tended that his majesty’s speeehes on!! 
contained an approval of the general 0d 
ject of the Committee of Finance. 
‘© The Earv or Serkrex approved of the 
bill, upon the principle that it was to > 
considered as the forerunner of other gt 
and important measures, 
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« Lorp Borrncpon expressed his regret 
‘ at differing from many noble lords with 
« whom he usually acted; but when he 
«“ considered that this bill had been sup- 
« ported by ministers, had passed the other 
« house, and had been received with nearly 
‘© an unanimous consent, added to the cir- 
‘* cumstances of the present moment, he 
« felt it his duty to vote for it.” After 
this, the noble Lords divided, as it is called, 
nine noble Lords voting for Lord Holland's 
motion, and sixteen noble Lords against it ; 
so that the bill, by a subsequent division, was 
thrown out. 

It will not be necessary, Gentlemen, to 
say much to you upon this subject. You 
will have perceived, that, out of about three 





_ hundred noble Lords, there were only 25 no- 


ble Lords present upon this occasion, The 
Morning Chronicle has given a list of the 
places, which are held by the noble Lords, 
who voted against this bill; but I shall give 
no such list, nor any list at all of the majo- 
rity, or the minority; for, as to motives, I 
believe every noble Lord of them is ani- 
mated by such as are equally pure and up- 


' right, however the said noble Lords may, 


under existing circumstances,” entertain, 


} or act upon, sentiments widely different. It 


is, however, worthy of notice, that the fear 
of depriving the successor of the king of all 
influence from the granting of places, was 
openly avowed ; and, I have heard, that this 
was the principal, if not the only motive, 


» from which the late ministers introduced the 


bill; though, it must be observed, that this 
does not very well agree with the idea of 
economy, as connected with the bill for pre- 
venting grants in reversion. The truth is, 
that, if economy had been the object, the 
bill would have been of a different descrip- 
tion. It would have enacted, that such and 


)Such places, when the present holders died, 


Should be abolished, and the expences of 
them put an end to. This would have been 
doing something ; but, if we are still to be 
taxed to pay the holders of these places, 
What is it to you or me, whether the holders 
of them are appointed by the present king, 
or by his successor? Lord Holland, after 
Lord Grosvenor, regarded the bill as the 
orerunner of a series of reforms. Such re- 
forms would have been, I imagine, of but 
very little service to us. They would, in 
fact, have been injurious; for, while they 
Would have afforded us no real relief, they 
Cis have served to amuse ignorant peo- 
+4 and would have afforded the sycophants 

Office grounds whereon to defend their 
prone. “* Here,” would they have said, 
don't you see, that they have Legun to re- 
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“ form?” And with this they would have 
deceived thousands upon thousands of welle 
meaning men, 

Lord Melville compared the place-hoklers 
to Admirals and Generals, who have merited 
great rewards from their country, and whose 
descendants are generally provided for. The 
provision, in such cases is just, because, what 
gratification could it be to a man to be made 
great and rich hitnself, ifhis sons were, upon 
his death, to be, at once hurled down from 
the rank, in which their father had lived. 
And, the same reasoning will apply to men 
who have rendered great services to the 
country in any other way. But, how stands 
the fuct, with respect to the holders of the 
places in question? Have they rendered 
great services to their country? I will give 
you a list of a few of them and their hold- 
ers, and, then, leave you to answer me ¢ 
Earl of Liverpool, Co'lector of Cus- 


toms inwards... ....-eee+e+0++++ £1,800 a year, 
Lord Hawkesbury, Warden of the 


Cinque Ports ......ccccccccsseo 4,100 
Earl of Chichester, Surveyor Gen. of 

CUMONMc co ccvescsesoscceccce 3,600 
Earl of Guildford, Comptroller of cus- 

TOMS .. ccc ce sree eres eereenss - 1,300 
Lord Stawell, Surveyor of Petty cus- 

COM cevgsve ecg cegee esveeces’ Benue 
Duke of Manchester, Collector of 

customs Outwards,.....se-eeeee 1,900 


Thomas Taylor, Comptroller Gencral 1,000 
Granted in reversion to Lord 
F ederick Montague, 

The above are custom-house officers for 
the port of London alone. What a nolle 
thing is this commerce! But, more of that 
hereafter. Let us proceed with our list : 


Wm. H, Cooper ae 
one of tue auditors 

and f land revenue £3,100 

Frederick Grey Cooper va 

To fall to the survivor. 
Lieut.Gen. Fox, Paymaster of widows’ 
PENSIONS, . 2... ce cesccs cove cove £1,067 
To have fallen to the Hon, 
Charles James Fox, if he 
had survived his brother. 
Lt. Gen, Fox, Receiver of issues, &c. 
fees not stated. 
This place was enjoyed by 
the Hon. C. James tox far 
his life. 

Lord Arden (Mr, Perceval’s brother) 
Registrer of the Admiralty and ec- 
clesiastical Courts ......6-e0e+++ 8,840 

Georve Rose, Clerk of the Parliaments 3,700 

Granted in reversion to his son, 
George Henry Rose, 

Marquis of Buckingham 

Earl Camden 

Lord Thurlow 

Ear] Bathurst 

The fees of these are not stated ; 
but the amount of the salary 
and fees of the first is estima- 
ted at about £30,000 a year ; 
each of the others at about 
£20,000 a year; and, as ong 
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p'ace was gran*ed in reversion, 
it tell, when Lord Thurlow 
died, to a son of Lord Auckland, 
the name of which son is W. 
F, &. Eden. 

Tomas Steele! King’s Remembran- 
| ee Pe rere? ee ee? eT ee ee 
Duke of St. Alban’s, Master of the 

ae ae eee re mL 
This is a grant in perpesuity, that is to say, for 

ever. 

I take these from an aceount laid before 
the Honourable House, in 1802. I have 
not the Scotch list immediately at hand, er I 
would give you some account of the places 
and reversions of the Dundases and Mel- 
villes. This little specimen will, however, 
attord you the means of judging as to how 
tur the holders of the places, which we have 
been talking of, ought to be compared with 
ds and Generals, who have rendered 
important services to their country. 

Since the bill was thrown out by the no- 
b'e Lords, 


£370 


Adm 


have come to a resolution to address the 
king not to grant any places in reversion, 
until six weeks after the commencement of 

‘next session of parliament. It is pity 
( «two houses should have any disagree- 
mon’; it would be quite useless; it would 


auswer no purpose ; but, 1 am satished, that 
whitever seeming disasreement there might 
b> beiweea them, we, the people, should 
remain convineed, that they were both ani 
mated by motives equally pure and upright. 

I have observed, that cases may arise, 
when ic is just and proper to entail rewards 
upomthe families of others thin soldiers or 
seamen; but these cases nust be rare; for, 
Jet it be remembered, that, in the civil offi- 
ces, the salartes are very great compared to 
the pay of the officers in the army and the 
navy. In these latter services, too, a whole 
life is devoted, besides the first purchase of 
the commission. In fact, the cases are al- 
togeiher difftrent, and will bear no compa- 
Tison. 

Having thus endeavoured clearly to lay be- 
fore you the nature of the offices in question 
and the tendenoy of the bill which has been 
thrown out by the noble Lords, I shall leave 
you to ruminate upon the matter, and to 
come to such a conclusion as your good sense 
shal] dictate. I cannot help, however, re- 
questing you to bear in mind, that I have 
now proved to you, that Mr. Fox was a 
sine-cure placeman all his life long; and 
that he asserted, ia parliament, that the pro- 
perty, or ownership, of such places was as 
sacred, as untouchable by act of parliament, 
as avy man’s property in house or land! In 
short, that the parliament, which, as respect- 


wig all other earthly purposes, has been 


the Hon. House of Commons — 
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called ‘* omnipotent; that the parliament di 
which has been described as having a righ; by 
to do every thing, which it is able to do, By 
every thing which is not naturally impossi- ‘. 
ble; that this parliament has no right to take : = 
from any man the — or reversionary q z 
enjoyment of one of these places! This was 

the doctrine of the man, whom, for so many z 
years, you elected as one of your representa. 

tives! And, what is still more provoking, | f 
for the loss of whom you are called upon to if. 
weep! Nay, upon the ground of having ss 
been a friend and supporter of whom, Mr. a 
Sheridan had the conscien¢ée to claim your re 
votes; and, what is worse, some of you had a aa 
the patience to hear him, and even the folly ee 
to applaud him. ae 
In my next letter, which will probably \ 
be inserted in the same sheet with this, | a 
propose to address you upon a subject of a = 
very different nature. In the mean while, | Sl 
remain, ae 
Gentlemen, | des 

Your faithful friend, of | 

and obedient servant, ; 

Wn. Coseert. on 

Botley, Aug. 12, k shi 
1807. Vi; 

; me 

TO THE | of 
INDEPENDENT ELECTORS tot 

OF THE : yang 

CITY AND LIBERTIES OF WESTMINSTER. p Che 
Letrer XXI. se 

Gentlemen, frot 

The subject, upon which I have pe 

now to address you, is, the dispute between by { 
England and the American States, of whicl, mar 
doubtless, all of you have heard much ; but, den 
as it is probable, that many of you have no the 
the leisure to examine very minutely 10! mene 
the origin and grounds of the dispute, or ( parc 
reflect maturely upon the consequences, '¢ Che 
which it may lead, J trust you will not think Leo 
it impertinent in me to offer you such ob" som 
servations as occur to me, relating to a mal: side 
ter with respect to which the people ought Am 
to be weil-informed. mer 
It has long been a complaint, on the pat! sea, 
of England, that the America ships, in all Kile 
parts of the world, serve asa place of '¢ Am 
fuge for deserters from the British navy. forb 
We claim a right to take our deserters whe! tion 
ever we find them, upon the seas; and thi! latio 
right, though not, in my opinion, rigorous this 
enough, we have exercised. We claim a clair 
a right to take our seamen, whether deserte" Ticar 
or not, from on board the ships of any othe! T 
nation, when we find such ships at sea, ha Eng! 






ing, as, | hope, we shall maintain, a right 
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dominion over the sea as far as we may 
judge it necessary to exercise that dominion 


for the preservation of our independence «s | 
-rogance has received in its being made 


apeople. The Americans, in order to evide 

ese our Claims, have fallen upon a device 
quite novel in the affairs of nations. They 
have enacted, that any man, be he born 
where he may, becomes a citizen of the Uni- 
ted States from the moment that he gets 
what they call a certificate of citizenship 
from come one or other of their magistrates ; 
and, having asserted this to be the law of 
nations, they represent as an outrage our 
taking of our men in spite of these miser- 
able bits of paper. Endless disputes have 
arisen from thissource ; and, when we con- 
sider how difficult it is, in some cases, to dis- 
tinguish between an American and an En- 
glishman, we cannot wonder at such dis- 
putes ; but, as I shall endeavour to prove to 
you, the right of searching cannot, on our 
part, be given up without giving up that su- 
periority at sea, which alone can give us; un- 
der any set of rulers at home, even a chance 
of remaining an independent people. 

The immediate cause of quarrel, how- 
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against British ships of war. 
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account of any injustice en our part, as on 
account of the severe rebuke which their ar- 


known to the world, that, after all their 
boasting, they are unable to stand a moment 
At first they 
asseried, that the Chesapeak was quite un- 
prepared for .action ; that her cables were 
lying across ber guns; that her decks 
were covered with stores; and that her 
powder was out fo dry, having some- 
how or other, got damp. All this was 
quite incredible; but, the Americans them- 
selves, in their rage against poor Cape 
tain Barron, have told the truth. They 
have naw said, that every thing was in per- 
fect readiness for action, and that the guns 
were loaded, before the Chesapeak left the 
port. The fact is, that it was want of shall 
and discipline, and want of the confidence, 
which those give, which prevented Captain 
Barron from making such resistance asa 


_ British commander, under similar circum- 


| stances, would have made. 


The commane- 


_ der of a British vessel, so acting, would have 


ever, is of a nature somewhat different. A | 


ship of war, of ours, lying near Norfolk, in 
Virginia, had occasion to send some of her 
men on shore. These men desert. The 
officers are forbidden, by the civil authority, 
totake them. Some of them enter on board 
an American 44 gun frigate, called the 
Chesapeak. Admiral Berkeley, our. chief 
naval commander upon the station, gives his 
sevetal captains an order todemand the men 
from the Chesapeak, as soon as she shall. be 
oul at sea, and, if refused, to search for them 
by force. The Leopard, a 50 gun ship, com- 
manded by Captain Humphreys, makes the 
cemand. It is refused by Captain Barron, 
the American commander. Some shots of 
mere menace are fired a-head by the Leo- 
pard ; these are returned in battle by the 
Chesapeak ; this brings a broadside from the 
Leopard, which the Chesapeak returns with 
some shots badly fired; but, a second broad- 
side from the Leopard brings down the 
American flag; the frigate is searche#l, the 
men are taken out, the Leopard ke¢ps the 
sca, and the Chesapeak, with several men 
killed and wounded, returns to port. The 
American President issues a proclamation 
forbidding our ships af war all communica- 
ee with the land (which is, observe, a vio- 
a of our treaty with America), and in 

's proclamation he asserts, that the men 
claimed by us had been proved to be Ame- 
nicans, and not British subjects. 


Thus the 
Boglish-has matter stands at present. The 





atiug party in America raging with 


been shot; but, it does not follow, that 
Captain Barron, though a great boaster, was 
a coward; and, if the truth were known, 
I dare say it would appear, that, with such 
acrew, no man could have fought the ship 
for ten minutes. 

Having thus, Gentlemen, given you a 
brief history of tae dispute, L shall now 
offer you my observations upon it, which, 
I think, cannot be done so well in any other 
way as in answering an article, which has 
been published in an excellent weekly pa- 
per, called the Jnadependent. Whig, which 
article I shalt first insert for your perusal, 
premising only, that I presume that you love 
your country better than any other country, 
and that because the grubs and muckeworms 
injure your corn, you would not, for that 
reason, let down the fences and invite the 
hogs and the cattle to trample it under foot, 
or devour it: 

“* We, who profess to have no political 
“‘ attachments but what emanate from the 
‘* true spirit of liberty and a love of truth, 
‘* cannot forbear expressing the~ surprize 
‘* which we feit upon reading in Mr, Cab- 
«* bett’s Register of Saturday, the Ist of 
« Aug.under the head‘ American States’, 
«© an avowal on the part of that writer, that 
«< he was very sorry to hear Mr. Perceval 
«« say in the House of Commons what seem- 
“« ed to indicate adecided nies to yield; 
‘« and to add that, if they do yield, if they 
*« follow the advice of the Morning Chro- 
“ nicle, our navy will not be long-lived 
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We have neither leisure nor room in our 
present number to enter into this dicus- 
sion with Mr Cobbett; but, as m our 
las: number we in a manner, under the 
head ¢ Summary of Politics,’ maintained 
nearly the same ground upon this subject, 
which we consider was soundiy and pro- 
perly conveyed through the Mornirg 
Chronicle of Tuesday week last, (much 
as we generally execrate that Journal, we 
must agree with it in trath,) we deem 
ourselves bound at least to enter our de- 
cided protest both against the propriety of 
the rebuke thus conveyed in this para- 
graph by Mr. Cobbett, and the general 
principle he contends for. We unequi- 
vocally declare, that, in our judgments, 
nothing can authorise such conduct as 
that which is reported to have been the 
conduct of the commander of the Leo- 
pard, but a spirit of usurpation, anda 
gross despotic stride of power. Equity 
revolts against sucha species of tyranny 
leing assumed by any single state over 
that of any other; and, as to the law of 
nations, no such power has been ever 
conceded. With respect to the argu- 
ment, attempted by Mr. Cobbett, ‘* that, 
if we permit the Americans to inveigle 
and detain our seamen, we cannot have a 
navy; the Americans would in fact re- 
cruit for France, and England would be 
beaten by ourown seamen.” ‘Lhe absur- 
dity of this doctrine is almost beneath a 
comment, and in charity we would fain 
hope that Mr. Cobbett must have been 
but balf awake when he wrote it. Where 
one British seaman will be found on board 
an American, we lelieve FIFTY AME- 
RICANS (to say nothing of Swedes, 
Danes, Portuguese, and almost every 
other country) are to be found on board 
Britssh ships of war; and, if this 
great tenacity is really necessary for the 
maintenance of the dignity of England, 
wiy, we would ask Mr. Cobbett, may not 
every pox er that is loft in Europe, and 
which remains neuter, feel the same tena- 
cily and claim the same privileve? We 
cannot, n EQUITY, see the distinction ; 
therefore, we repel the doctrine —With 
respect to the insinuation about the Bri- 
tish seamen, we consider it an outrageous 
imputation whon their LOYALTY that 
nothing can justify s and, if symptoms of 
an evil so tremendous were éver to occur, 
the remedy would always be in the hands 
of the ministry, seasonably to remon- 
strate, but not with the fire of broadsides. 
We will not bere attempt a refutation of 
what we cenceive the unmerited abuse 
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Mr. Cobbett has heaped upon the people 
of America, in saying, ‘* the Americans 
are like the worst set of women ; they 
will set upa terrible outcry, they will beat 
Adm. Berkeley in lungs; but, if we keep 
a firm foot, they will soon listen to rea- 
son:" or the remainder of his coarse in. 
vective applied to Captain Barron and his 
frigate, whom he elegantlv and classically 
terms a ‘ swaggering blade,’ &c.; we 
consider it quite sufficient, unless we are 
farther called upon, to mark this kind of 
language with the expressien of our de- 
cided contempt, whether we read it in 
Mr. Cobbeti’s Register or Mr. Perry's 
Chronicle. We deprecate the propriety 
of reflections upon the courage of a peo- 
ple, whose’ bravery, wien struggling for 
their rights and independence, has already 
been proved invincil/e; and as to the right 
of insulting their flag with impunity, and 
forcibly to demand the privilege of search- 
ing their ships of war, even under the cer- 
tainty of their containing British seamen, 
we insist upon it to Le a right unsupport- 
ed ly any principle of equity, and that can 
only be maintained in argument by the 
same species of violence that it has been 
attempted io be enforced by the com- 
mander of the Leopard, viz. by a thun- 
dering assertion or a thundering broad- 
side. If these are the principles of liberty 
Mr. Cobbett would teach the British peo- 
ple, he must excuse us from becoming 
his disciples. Our ideas of lilerty are 
to tolerate that in others, we claim 
as a right ourselves, and to repel every 
species of assumplion of power not 


founded in equity and justice as dero- 


gatory to humanity and inimical to the 
naturad rights of civilized society.——As 
to Captain Barron, be seems to have done 
only his duty, and, under the circum- 
stances in which he was placed, to have 
acted’ with exemplary moderation ‘and 
humanity ; how far the epithet of ‘ swag- 
gering blade,’ therefore, justly applies to 
him, it remains for the calmer reasoning- 
powersof Mr.Cobbett to substantiate. We 
like not coarse and harsh epithets at any 
time, still less when there doés not exist 
any thing in the shape of provocation to 
justify them. National prejudices are at 


all times unbecoming the true friend of 


liverty ; he looks to principles and not to 
men, and scorns to justify the perpetra- 
tion of that by one government he would 
condemn the practice of in another. 4me- 
ricans, Frenchmen, and all other countries, 
havean equal right to literty with En- 
giishmen ; and it ts high time depotis™ 
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was banished the worid. Mr. Cobbett 
has invariably professed a friendship for 
Mr. Windham, whom we have as invaria- 
bly considered as the very champion of 
despotism ; as no man but he, whose 
heart was steeled against every noble ebul- 
lition of patriotism and overflowing with 
rancor and revenge, could have recom- 
mendeda vigour be yond the law, and brand- 
ed honest men, liberated from a state of 
ersecution, with the epithet of acqutled 
felons! These are inconsistencies for 
Mr. Cobbett to reconcile with his ardent 
professed love of liberty; to us they 
are irreconcileable. These observa- 
tions, extorted fromus by Mr. Cobbett, 
necessarily lead to the following few re- 
marks upon the question of right attempt- 
ed to be ciaimed by the advocates of such 
a power belonging exclusively to the En- 
glish government.—The engagement be- 
tween the British and the American 
frigate off the Chesapeak has been stated 
to have arisen from a demand of the Bri- 
tish Captain to search the American for de- 
setters, which was refused on the part of 
the Ame:ican, who was reduced to submis- 
sion at the mouth of the cannon. The 











visiting by force the ship of a neutral and 


friendly power, for the purpose of search- 
ing for deserters, is a case which does not 
seem to have been, at any time, in the 
contemplation of writers on the Law of 
Nations; for, néither Grotius, Puffen- 
dortt, nor Vattel, give an opinion on the 
question: and we scarcely imagine iat 
Civilians will be able io produce any au- 
thority for the exercise of a power wholly 
inconsistent with the sovereignty and in- 
dependece of the State who submits to 
it. The right of searching ships for goods 
contraband. of war has its limits, and has 
not yet been extended to ships bearing 
the flag of an independent State ; nor can 
we discover any instance where such a 
ship has been subjected to search at all, 
much less for deserters, which has never 
yet become the subject of ‘Treaties settling 
the contraband of -war.—IJf the principle 
be once admitted, it will follow as a 
natural consequence that the Americans 
or the Danes witl possess an EQUAL 
RIGHT of searching our ships on the 
Same pretence, and shall we argue that 
we prevent ils exercise by our naval su- 
periority, and call this equal justice ? —— 
In the case of the Swedish convoy, there 
was no claim made to visit and search the 
ship of war, our claim was to search 
the ships under convoy, The Swed +5 con- 
tended that even the presence of th -ir ship 
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of war ought to be taken fora security 
that the convoy carried no contraband ; 
what would they then have said, if we 
had also insisted on a right to search the 
ship of waras well asthe convoy ? Andallthe 
learning displayed on this question by the 
eminent Civilians, Schiegel and Dr, 
Croke, does not even hint at this right as 
likely to become a matter of discussion. 
Indeed, what can be a more-direct in- 
vasion of the right of sovereignty, ora more 
flagrant attack on the honor of an inde- 
pendent nation, than to insist, asa mat- 
ter of right, upon yisiting a ship of.war and 
searching for deserters? Asa matter of 
right, we can find no acknowledged law, 
no case, notreaty, that will support such 
a demand.—And, if we view the conduct 
of the British Captain as a matter of pru- 
dence, we are equally at a loss for argu- 
ments to justify his proceedings At @ 
time wien ali the ports of the European 
Continent are shut against our commerce, 
we do not erpect to find one man 
hardy enough to assert that it would 
Le prudent to cause the ports of the 
American Continent to be shut against us 
also. Whenour trade on this side the At- 
lantic is sensilly diminishing, it cannot be 
prudent to destroy the opportunity of ex- 
tending it beyond the Atlantic; and yet 
this must be the mildest effect of a rupture 
with America. Since, then, the pro- 
ceedings of the British captain can neither 
be justiGied by the law of nations vor pal- 
liated as a prudent exercise of that discre- 
tion which every naval commander must 
possess, if reparation be not made for the 
insult offered to the American flag, it will 
be evident that this occasion was purpose- 
ly embraced to provoke hostilities with 
the United States. Had we been treated 
in the same manner, our complaints might 
have been louder and more effectual than 
their's, but they would not therefore have 
been more just We have penned 
these remarks with regret, inasmuch as 
they may be liable to involve us in acon- 
troversy with Mr. Cobbett, and for a mo- 
ment even to create a disunion between 
the avowed friends of liberty; but Mr. 
Cobbett left us no alternative but either 
an igpominious connivance at what ap- 
peared to us to be nothing less than a most 








‘* outrageous slander of the people of Ame- 


se 


rica, or an exposition of the calampy. Our 


‘* consciences, ‘we trust, will never let us 


cé 


compromise our public duty.” 


Now, Gentlemen, though | do not wish ta 
> ’ 


call in question the, sincerity of this writer, 
in hisexpressions of good-will towards me, 
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I must confess, that I cannot see what occa- 
sion there was for his dragging in here my 
constantly professed friendship for Mr. Wind- 
ham, and that gentleman's old phrases of “ a 
vivour beyond the law,” and of “ acquitted fe- 
fons."” My friendship for Mr. Windham, Gen- 
tlemen (though Iam far from certain that he 
sets any valve upon it), is founded in my 
knowledge, that he is an upright and honour- 
able man ; that, in all the many opportunities 
that he has had, he bas never added to his 
fortune (though very moderate) at the pub- 
lic éxpenee ; that, according to my convic- 
tien, no man can charge him with ever 
having been concerned in a job; and that, 
whether his opinions be right or wrong, he 
always openly and strongly avows them. As 
to the two expréssions imputed to him, the 
first arose from a threat, on the opposite side, 


that the law would Le set at defiance; ‘ if | 


** so", said he, ** we must have recourse to 
** avigour beyond the law to enforce obedi- 
“ence tothe Jaw”. From a writer, who 
professes so pure an attachment to the love of 
truth, one might have expected something 
better thar a selection of odious words, 
making part of a speech, which, taken all 
together, render those words not only not 
odious, but perfectly proper. And, as to 
** acquitted felons”; though Mr. Windham 
might be wrong in his opinion, that the per- 
sons acquitted were felons, will you deny, 
that guilty men may be sometimes acquitted ? 
Js there no man, can this writer think of no 
man, which has been tried and acquitted, 
whom he considers as guilty? Nay, has not 
this writer asserted in terms as plain as he 
dared to use (and I wish he had dared to use 
plainer terms), that guilty men have been 
tried and acquitted? And, has he not continu- 
ed to speak of such men as being stil] as guilty 
as if they had never been tried at all? 
Where, then, Jet me ask him, was his “ spi- 
** rit of equal literty”, when he was endea- 
younng to perpetuate against Mr. Windham 
acharge of remorseless cruelty for having 
done no more than what he himself daily 
does ; namely, represented those as guilty, 
whom the law has acquitted? He will, 
doubtless, say, that the cases were different ; 
that those whom he persists’ in accusing of 
guilt, though acquitted, were really euilty, 
whereas the others were perfectly innocent. 
This is, indeed, the point; and though J 
should believe him, he would, in order to 
substantiate his charge of injustice against 
Mr. Windham, be compelled to show that he 
thought those innocent, whom he denomina- 
ted ** acquitted felons”, a task, which, for 
want of positive evidence, be must begin by 
giving Us some one instance, at least, in 
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which that gentleman has been known to use 
diguise or to discover insincerity, an instance, 
which, lam satisfied, he would be very much 
puzzled to produce. 

In considering this writer’s complaint 
against me, with regard to the dispute with 
America, I will first notice what relates 
| to the particular case in question, and then 
| trouble you with a few observations as to the 
| general principle, upon which his reasoning 
| 





proceeds. 

As tothe particular case, we, Gentlemen, 
| have a treaty of amity and commerce with 
| the Americans, in which treaty we grant 
| them great benefits and indulgences, and, 
' almest the only stipulation in our favour, is, 
| that our ships shall have free entry into their 
ports and harbours, there to water, -victual, 
| and refit (if necessary) without let or moles- 
| tation of any sort. But, if this stipulation 
| does not include the liberty of having com- 
_ mand over our ships’ crews wpon such occi- 
| sions, of what use is ittous? Or, rather, is 
| not the stipulation, in such case, a despicable 
| fraud? To inveigle away any patt of oar ship's 
crew, under such circumstances; or, to se- 
cret them, or withhola them, from their of- 
| ficers, isa gross violation of this article of 
the treaty; is an act of hostility, the most hos- 
| tile act, that the party is a2leto commit against 
| us; and, therefore, if Capt. Humphreys had 
| proceeded, at once to attack the Chesapeak, 
| without any previous application for the men, 
| he would have done no more than strict jus- 
tice would have warranted. Suppose that 
the whole of a ship’s crew were, while lying 
at Norfolk, to run the ship aground, and insist 
upon keeping her in that situation. Will this 
writer contend, that weshould not have aright 
to treat it asan act of hostility, if the Ameri- 
can people, or government, were to receive 
these men, and prevent us, no matter by 

what law, from seizing them? If some ol 
the men may be received and withheld from 
us, why not the whole ; and, why not !n 
one case as well as‘in another case? So 
that, at this rate, a treaty of amity would 
mean, a thing whereby one nation is in- 
veigled into the arms of another, for the 
purpose of that other doing it al] the mischief 
in its power. This writer chooses to degin 
with what be calls the insult given to the 
American flag ; he talks about the right of 
searching American flag-ships for deserters ; 
just as if nothing previous had occurred. — If 
it had suited him to notice, that, by taking 
the deserters on board, the Americans had 
committed an act of hostility against us, his 
conclusion, or, ‘at least, the conclusion of 
his readers, must have been very different 








j from that which he has drawn.———If, in- 
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deed, the deserters were not British subjects, 
but really Americans born; if this was 

roved to the reasonable satisfaction of our 
minister in America, or to our commander 


upon station, that alters the case ; but, if | 


that proof was not given, and, it is my de- 
cided opinion, that it will appear that it was 
not given, Admiral Berkeley, in giving or- 
ders for the search, and Captain Humphreys 
in so manfully executing those orders, de- 
serve the praises of their country. 

But, Gentlemen, I contend for the right 
of searching for deserters, upon the general 
principle, that the seas are the dominion ot 
those who are able to maintain a mastery 
over all that swims upon them. The wa- 
ters, within cannon shot, of a coast, are 
held, by civilians, to belong to those who 
dwell upon the coast. But, what right have 
they to the exclusive use and enjoyment of 
these, any more than we have-to the domi- 
nion of the whole of the seas, whereon we 
are able to maintain a superiority of force ? 
The writer before us, has said a great 
deal about equity and equal justice and equal 
liberty. But, with submission, I must ex- 
press my belief, that be has not taken time, 
duly to discriminate between the rights and 
liberties of individuals and the rights and li- 
berties of nations. Individuals enter into a 
compact, express or tacit, to enjoy each of 
them sech and such rights and liberties ; or, 
rather, they all consent to surrender a part 
of their liberties ; to put their natural rights 
intoa common stock, whence, in well re- 
gulated states, each draws an equal share and 
-njoys it upon conditions common to all. 
But, it is impossible, that any such com- 
pact should exist amongst nations, who have 
no common stock of rights or liberties, who 
have no common government, who have no 
general head, who acknowledge no sove- 
reign, who appeal to no arbiter but the 
sword, and with whom conquest confers the 
best possible right of dominion, But, while 
this last mentioned right, with respect to the 
land .isregarded as indubitable by all the Datch 
and German and French writers upon what 
is called the daw of nations, they all seem to 
deny, that there can be any rightful domi- 
nion upon the waters ; except, indeed, as I 
have before mentioned, as far out from the 
shore as a cannon ball will reach ; which, 
you will observe, amounts exactly to_ this, 
that they have a right to shoot at us, when- 
ever we go within cannon shot of their 
shores withont their permission, but that 
we can by no means obtain any right of do- 
minton in the other waters where they want 
to go. Itis a favourite doctrine, in Ame- 
rica, that the.sea is the high way of nations; 
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but, why is it soany more than the land ? 


Tecan see no other reason than this: that, 





because upon the land, nations are al/e to 
prevent their country from being common 
to all; and, if -we are able to prevent 
this upon the sea, is notour right quite 
as good as theirs? This writer says, 
that if the right of searching for desert- 
ers, be once admitted, it will follow, 
as a natural consequence, that the Ameri- 
cans will possess an equal right of searching 
our ships upon the same pretence; ‘* and 
** shall we argue, that we have the superio- 
** rity, and cail this egual justice. " No: we 
will not mind the egua/; but we will call it 
justice; because, will we say, “* you sail 
‘* upon these seas ouly dy our permission, 
‘© only by our forbearance and indulgence ; 
** and, as to the question of mora/ justice, 
*€ while the exercise of the right of search 
** *s not at all necessary to your existence, 
** it is absolutely necessary to ours, "’ This, 
be assured, gentlemen, isthe doctrine we 
must now maintain at the cannon's mouth, 
if dur enemies, no matter how they have 
been stirred up, shall refuse to listen to any 
other voice. 

** Americans,” says this writer, ‘‘ French- 
‘* men, and all others, have an equal right 
‘to fiherty with Englishmen; and it is 
** high time despotism was banished from 
* the world.” With all my heart. But, 
what has this to do with the right of search, 
or with dominion upon the seas? I want 
not to take away any of the liberties of the 
Americans, | only want to see my country 
assert her rights of dominion, where she has 
dominion ; and, if this writer will have it 
to be a question of liberty or of despotism, 
where has he found a justification for the 
distinction, which, in imitation of the 
Morning Chronicle, he makes between 
American merchantships and American 
ships of war? Is not liberty violated in the 
searching of the former as well as in the 
searching of the latter ? 

Gentlemen, the notions of universal e- 
quality, upon which this writer proceeds, 
are chimerical, and never can be brought in- 
to practice, as long as it shall please God to 


. continue the world divided into nations and 


tongues, They are, too, mischievous as well 
as chimerical ; because they lead to a laxity 
of feeling towards one’s own couptry, which, 
upon every account, we are as much bound 
to prefer before all other countries, as we 
are bound to prefer our own brethren before 
all the rest of our countrymen, Guard 
your hearts, too, I beseech you, against a- 
betting the cause of the Americans, or any, 
other nation, upon the ground of their bes 














eee 





a ee 











ae eR 



























































. ll 
— oa —— an = 


ae 


site ppp, samme —- eneran inte 


, wee te 
in nonay eee eee 
Ss 


es 














247) POLITICAL REGISTER. Continental lar. [245 


ing friends to liberty ; for, be assured, that, 
if they could destrey the navy of England 
they would; and, though it is possible that 
they might love liberty themselves, if they 
could get it, they would not stir one inch 
to.save us from dungeons and chains; but, 
on the contrary, when they saw us manacied, 
would laugh at our folly. 
ing, Gentlemen, for the interests and ho 
nour of foreign nations, is a feeling of 
modern date in the English patriot’s breast. 


The motto, which | have taken for this pa- | 
per, contains thesentiments of cne of those, | 


who assisted in overturning the kingly go- 
vernment of England. His were not no- 
tions of universal equality amongst nations. 
The men of thet day uncerstood what liberty 
was, full as well as my f- end of the Inde- 
pendent Whig. They were no court sy- 
cophants. ‘They spared not their blood in 


the cause of liberty at home; but, never | 


did it enter into their minds, that all nations 
were entitled to equal rights upon the seas. 
They gave up none, no not one, of the 
rights or the honours of England ; but, they 
restored, re established, and confirmed those 
rights and honours, which the preceding 
pusillanimous kings had suffered to wither 
and decay. 

There are some other important points, 
upon which I shall, in my next letter, trou- 
ble you with some observations, such, for 
instance, asthe danger, which this writer 
apprehends, from the closing of the Ameri- 
can ports against us, in which he happens 


This tender feel- , 


most harmoniously to coincide in expres- | 


sion with those whom, I hope, he most 
despises. 


The character of the Ameri- | 


cans, too, and especially that of their | 
sea-faring people, he has adventurously ta- | 


ken upon him to vindicate. The protable | request you, at the same time, to send me 


numler of our seamen on board of Ameri- 


can ships I shall be able to state with a Jitile | 
In the | 


more accuracy than he has done. 
meanwhile, suffer me to exhort you, not to 
Jet your resentment against our calumniators 
catry you one inch towards an indifference 
with respest to the fate of our country from 
without ; for, be assured, that if a con- 
queror were to take possession of it, we 
should be the principal sufferers, and not 
they, who would readily enlist in his ser- 
vice, and who would be gladly received, as 
ready-made instruments in his works of ra- 
pacity and plunder. 
I am, 
Gentlemen, 


Your faithfal friend, 


. and obedient Servant 
Botley, 13th Aug. Wa. pars 
io ig } Consett. 





FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS, 


ConTINENTAL War Eightieth Bul. 
letin of the Grand French Army. 
(Concluded from page 224.) 

The Emperor of Russia remained three 
wecks at Tilsitt with the King of Prussia, 
On receiving advice of the battle of Fried- 
Jand, they both left the place with the ut. 
most haste. 





No. I. 
The General in Chief Benningsen, to his Ex. 
cellency the Prince Bagrathion. 

Afier ihe torrents of blood which have 
lately flowed in battles as sanguinary as tre- 
guest repeated, I could wish to assuage 
the evils of this destructive war by proposing 
an armistice, before we euter into a conflict, 
into a new war, perhaps still more terriole 
than the former. I request you, Prince, to 
make known to the chiefs of the French ar- 
my this intention on my part, of which the 


| consequence may have effects more salutary, 


as a genera) congress has already been pro- 
posed, and may prevent a useless effusion of 
human blood. You will afterwards trans- 
mit to me the result of your proceedings, 
and believe me to be with the most distin- 
guished consideration, your Excellency’s 
most humbie and most obedient servant—— 
B. BENNINGSEN. 
No. II. 
His Excellency the Prince Bagrathion to tite 
General in Chief Benningsen 

General,—The General Commander in 
Chief has addressed to me a letter relative to 
the orders which his Excellency has received 
from his Majesty the Emperor, directing 
me to communicate its contents: I think | 
cannot better comply with his intentions 
than by transmitting to you the original. | 


your answer; and accept the assurance of 
the high consideration with which I am, 
General, your most humble and most obe- 


dient servant, BAGRATHION. June 
6- l 8th. 











Sist Bulletin of the Grand French Army. 

Tilsit, June 21. At the affair at 
Heilsberg, the Grand Duke of Berg passed 
along the line of the 3d division of cuiras- 
siers, at the moment when the 6th regiment 
had just made a charge. Col. d’Avary, 
commander of the regiment, his sabre dyed 
in blood, said, ‘* Prince, review my reg!- 
ment, aud you will find that there is not 4 
soldier whose sword is not like mine.”—— 
Col. Borde Soult’ was wounded ; Guihenene, 
Aid-de-Camp to Marshal Lasnes, was 
wounded, 





(To be continued.) 
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PUBLIC PAPERS. ' 
DispuTE WiTH AMERICA. Proclamation 
ty -Thomas Jefferson, President of the 
United States of America, Given at the 
City of Washington, July 2, 1807. 
During the wars which, tor sqine time, 
have unhappily prevailed among the powers 
of Europe, the United States of Americz, 
firm in their principles of peace, have en- 
deavoured, by justice, by a regular discharge 
of all their national and social duties, and 
by every friendly office their situation has 
almitied, to maintain, with all the bellige- 
rents, their accustomed relations of friend- 
ship, hospitality, and commercial inter- 
course, Taking no part in the questions 
which animate these powers against each 
other, nor permitting themselves to enter- 
tain a wish but for the restoration of gene- 
ral peace, they have observed with good 
faith the neutrality they assumed, and they 
believe that no instance of a departure from 
its duties can be justly imputed to them by 
any nation. <A free use of their harbours 
and waters, the means of refitting and of 
refreshment, of succour to their sick and suf- 
fering, have, at al] times, and on equal prin- 
ciples, been extended to all, and this too 
amidst a constant recurrence of acts of insu- 
bordination to the laws, of violence to the 





| 
} 


ae 


persons, and of trespasses on the property of | 


our citizens, committed by officers of one of 
the belligerent parties received among us. 
In truth these abuses of the laws of hospita- 
lity have, with few exceptions, become ha- 
bitual to the commanders of the British 
armed vessels hovering on our coasts, and 
frequenting our harbours. They have been 
the subject of repeated representations to 
their gevernment. Assurances have been 
given that proper orders should restrain them 
within the limit of the rights and. of the 
respeet due to a friendly nation: but those 
orders and assurances have been without ef- 
fect; no instance’ of punishment for past 
wrongs has taken place. At Jength, a deed, 
transcending all we have hitherto seen or 
suffered, brings the public sensibility to a se- 
rious crisis, and our forbearance to a neces- 
sary pause. A frigate of tke United States, 
trusting to a state of peace, and leaving her 
harbour on a distant service, has been sur- 
prised and attacked by a British vessel of su- 
perior force, one of a squadron then lying in 
our waters, and covering the transaction, 
and has been disabled from service, with the 
loss of a number of men killed and wound- 
ed. This enormity was not only without 
Provocation or justifiable cause,- but was 
committed with the avowed purpose of ta- 
king by force, from a ship of war, belong- 
‘ng tothe United States, a part of her crew, 








AUGUST 15, 1807.—Dispute with America: (250 


and that no circumstance might be wanting 
to mark its character, it had been pieviously 
ascertained, that the seamen demanded were 
lative citizens of the United States. Having 
effected his purpose, he returned to anchor 
with his squadron within our jurisdiction. 
Hospitality, under such circumstances, cea- 
ses to be a duty; and a continuance of it, 
with such uncontrouled abuses, would tend 
only, by multiplying injuries and irritations, 
to bring on a rupture between the two na- 
tions. This extreme resort is equally op- 
posed to the interests of both,:-as it isto as- 
surances of the most friendly dispositions on 
the part of the British government, in the 
midst of which this outrage has been com- 
mitted. In this light the subject cannot but 
present itself to that government, and 
strengthen the mofives to an honourable re- 
paration of the wrong which has been done, 
and to that effectual controul of its naval 
commanders, which alone can justify the 
government of the United States, in the ex- 
ercise of those hospitalities it is now con- 
strained to discontinue. —In consideration ot 
these circumstances, and of the right of 
every nation to regulate its own police, to 
provide for its peace, and for the safety of 
its citizens, and consequently to refuse the 
adinission of armed vessels into its harbours 
or waters, either in such numbers or of such 
G@°scriptions as are inconsistent with these, or 
with the maintenance of the authority of the 
laws, Ihave thought proper, in pursuance 
of the authorities specially given by law, to 
issue this my proclamation, hereby requiring 
all armed vessels bearing commission under 
the government of Great Britain, now withe 
in the waters or harbours of the United 
States, immediately and without any delay 
to depart from the same, and interdicting 
the entrance of all the said harbours and 
waters to the said armed vessels, and to all 
others bearing commissions under the autho- 
rityof the British government.—-—And if the 
said vessels, or any of them, shall fail to dee 
part as aforesaid, or if they, or any others, so 
interdieted, shall hereafter enter the harbours 
or waters aforesaid, I do, in that case, forbid 
all intercourse with them, or any of them, 
their officers or crews, and do prohibit all 
supplies and aid from being furnished to them 
or any of them —And ! dodeclare and make 
known, that if any person from, or within 
the jurisdictional limits of the United States, 
shall afford any aid to any such vessel, con- 
trary to the prohibition contained in this 
proclamation, either in repairing any such 
vessel, or in furnishing her, her officers, or 
crew, with supplies of any kind, or in any 
manner whatsoever, or’ if any pilot slrall as- 
sist in navigating any of the said armed ves- 
/ 
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sels, unless it. be for the purpose of carrying 
them in the first instance, beyond the limits 
and jurisdiction of the United States, or un- 
Jess it be in the case of a vessel forced by dis- 
tress, or charged with public dispatches, as 
hereinafter provided for, such person or per- 
sons shall, on conviction, suffer all the pains 
and penalties by the laws provided for such 
offences.—And I do hereby enjoin and re- 
quire all persons bearing office, civil or mi- 
litary, within or under the authority of the 
United States, and all others, citizens or in- 
habitants thereof, or being within the same, 
with vigilance and promptitude to exert their 
respective authorities, and to be aiding and 
assisting to the carrying this proclamation, 
and every part thereof, into full effect. —— 
Provided nevertheless, that if any such ves- 
sel shall be forced into the harbours or wa- 
ters of the United States, by distress, by the 
dangers of the sea, or by the pursuit of an 
enemy, or shall enter them charged with dis- 
patches or business from their government, 
or shal] be a public packet for the conveyance 
of letters and dispatches, the commanding 
officer ieotbedianely reporting his vessel to 
the collector of the district, stating the ob- 
ject or causes of entering the said harbours 
or waters, and conforming himself to the 
regulations in that case prescribed under the 
authority of the laws, shall be allowed the 
benefit of such regulations respecting re- 
pairs, supplies, stay, intercourse and depar- 
ture, as shall be permitted under the same 
authority.—-——-In testimony whereof I have 
caused the Seal of the United States to be 
affixed to these presents, and signed the 
same. Given at the City of Washington, 
the 2d day of July, in the year of our Lord, 
1807, and of the sovereignty and indepen- 
d nce of the United States the thirty-first ;— 
Tuomas Jerrerson, By the President. 
James Mapison, Secretary of State. 
TReaTY BETWEEN France axp Russta.— 
Treaty of Peace between his Majesty the 
Emperor of the French, the King of Italy, 
and his Majesty the Enperor of all the 
Russias. Done at Tilsit, July 7, 1807. 
His Majesty, the Emperor of France, 
King of Italy, Protector of the Confederation 
of the Rhine, and his Majesty the Emperor 
of Russia, animated with the same interest 
in putting an end to the devastations of war, 
have, for this purpose, nominated and fur- 
nished with full power on the part of his 
Majesty the Emperor of France and King of 
Italy, Charles Maurice Talleyrand, Prince of 
Benevento, his Great Chamberlain, and Mi- 
hister of Foreign Affairs, Grand Cross of the 
Legion of Honour, Kaight of the Prussian 
Order of the Black and of the Red Eagje of 
the Order of St. Hubert.—His Majesty, the | 





Emperor of all the Russias, has, on his part, 
appointed Prince Kourakin, his actual Privy 
Counsellor; Member’ of the Council of 
State, and of the Senate; Chancellor of 3! 

the Orders in the Empire; Ambassador Ex. 
traordinary, and Plenipotentiary of his Ma. 
jesty of ‘all the Russias to his Majesty the 
Emperor of Austria; Knight of the Russian 
Order of St. Andrew ; of St. Alexander; of 
St. Aube; of the first class of the Order of 
St. Woledimir, and of the second class of the 
Prussian Orders of the Black and Red Eagle ; 
of the Bavarian Order of St. Hubert; of the 
Danish Order of Dannebrog, and the Perfect 
Union, and Bailiff and Grand Cross of the 
Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem ; 
and Prince Demety Labanoff Van Rostoff, 
Lieut. General of the Armies of his Majesty 
the Emperor of all the Russias; Knight 
of the first class of the Order of St. Anne, 
of the Military Order of St. Joris, and of 
the third class of the order of Wolodimir.— 
The abovementioned, after exchanging their 
full powers, have agreed upon the following 
Articles : Art. I. From the day of ex- 
changing the ratification of the present trea- 
ties, there shall be perfect peace and amity 
between his Majesty the Emperor of the 
French and King of Italy, and his Majesty 
the Emperor of all the Russias. — Art. Il. 
Hostilities shall immediately cease at all 
points by sea or land, as soon as the intelli- 
gence of the present treaty shall be officially 
received. In the mean while, the high con- 
tracting parties shall dispatch couriers ex- 
traordinary to their respective generals and 
commanders,—Art. III. All ships of war or 
other vessels, belonging to the high con- 
tracting parties or their subjects, which may 
be captured after the signing of. this treaty, 
shall be restored. In case of these vessels 
being sold, the value shall be returned.—— 
Art. IV. Out of esteem for his Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Russias, and to afford 
to hima proof of his sincere desire to unite 
beth nations in the bands of immutable cen- 
fidence and friendship, the Emperor Napo- 
leon wishes that all the countries, towns, and 
territory, conquered from the King of Prus- 
sia, the ally of his Majesty the Emperor of 
all the Russias, should be restored, namely, 
that part of the Duchy of Magdeburg, 5!- 
tnated on the right bank of the Rhine, the 
Mark of Prignitz ; the Uker Mark ;- the 
Middle and New Mark of Brandenburg, 
with the exception of the Circle of Kotouss, 
in Lower Alsace; the Duchy of Pomerania ; 
Upper, Lower, and New Silesia, and the 
County of Glatz; that part of the District 
of the Netze, which is situated to the north- 
ward of the roed of Driesen and Schneide- 
muhl, and to the northward of a line draw? 
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from Schneidemuh! through Waldausto the | the Duchy of Warsaw, the territory between 


Vistula, and extending along the frontier of 
the circle of Bromberg, and the navigation 
ef the river Netze and of the canal of Brem- 
berg, from Driesen to the Vistula and back, 
must remain’ open and tree of ail tolls ; Po- 
meielia; the island of Nogat; the country 
onthe right bank of the Vistula and of the 
Nogat, to the West of Old Prussia, and to 
Nog 

the Northward of the circle of Calm; 
Lastly, the kingdom of Prussia, 
as it was on the Istoef January, 1772, toge- 
ther with the fortresses of Spandau, Stettin, 
Custrin, Glogau, Breslau, Schweidnitz, 
Neisse, Brieg, Kosel, and Glatz, and in ge- 
neral all fortresses, citadels, castles, and 
strong holds of the countries above-named, 
in the same condition in which those for- 
tresses, citadels, castles, and strong holds 
may be at present; also, in addition to the 
above, the city and citadel of Graudentz.— 
Art. V. Those provinces which, on the Ist 
of January, 1772, formed a part of the 
kingdom of Poland, and have since, at differ- 


' ent times, been subjected to Prussia (with 


the exception of the countries named or al- 
luded to in the preceding article,.and of 
those which are described below the gth ar- 


ticle), shall become the possession of his 


Mayesty the King of Saxony, with power of 
possession and sovereignty, under the title of 
the Duchy of Warsaw, and shal] be govern- 
ill in- 
sure the liberties and privileges of the peo- 
ple of the said Duchy, and be consistent 
with the security of the neighbouring states. 
——Art. VI. The City of Dantzic, with a 
territory of two leagues round the same, is 
restored to her former independence, under 
the protection of his Majesty the King of 
Prussia, and his Majesty the King of Saxony; 
to be governed according to the laws by 
which she was governed at the time when 
she ceased to be her own mistress.——Art. 
VIL. For a communication betwixt the king- 
dom of Saxony and the Duchy of Warsaw, 
his Majesty the King of Saxony is to have 
the free use of a military read through the 
states of his Majesty the King of Prussia. 

'sroad, the number of troops which are 
allowed to pass at once, and the resting 
places, shall be fixed by a particular agree- 
ment between the two sovereigns, under 
the mediation of France.—Art. VIII. Nei- 
ther his Majesty the King of Prussia, his 
Majesty the King of Saxony, nor the city of 
Dantzic, shall oppose any obstacles what- 
“ver to the free navigation of the Vistula un- 
der the name of tolls,-rights, or duties. 
Art. [X. In order as far as possible to esta- 
blish a natural boundary between Russia and 








the present Confines of Russia, from the Bug 
tothe mouth of the Lassona, shall extend ia 
a line from the mouth of the Lassona along 
the towing path df the said river; and that 
of the Bobra, up to its mouth; that of the 
Narew from the mouth of that river as far 
asSuradiz; frem Lissa toits source near the 
village of Mien; from this village to Nut- 
zeck, and from Nutzeck to the mouth of 
that river beyond Nurr; and finally, along 
the towing path of the Bug upwards, to ex- 
tend as far as the present frontiers of Russia, 
This territory is for ever united to the Em- 
pire of Russia.—Art. X. No person of any 
rank or quality whatever, whose residence or 
property may be within the limits stated in 
the above-mentioned article, nor any inha- 
bitant in those provinces of the ancient king- 
dom of Poland, which may be given up to 
his Majesty the King of Prussia, or any per- 
SON possessing estates, revenues, pensions, 
or any other kind of income, shall be mo- 
lested in his person, orin any way whatever, 
op account of his rank, quality, estates, re- 
venues, pensions, income, or otherwise, or 
in consequence of any part, political or mili- 
tary, which he may have taken in the events 
of the present war.—Art. XI. All contracts 
and engagements between his Majesty the 
King of Prussia and the ancient possessors, 
relative to the general imposts, the ecclesias- 
tical, the military or civil benefices, of the 
creditors or pensioners of the old Prussian 
government, are to be settled between the 
Emperor of ‘all the Russias and his Majesty 
the King of Saxony; and to be regulated by 
their said Majesties, in proportion to their 
acquisitions, according to articles V. and TX. 
Art. XII. Their Royal Highnesses the 
Dukes of Saxe Cobourg, Oldenburg, and 
Mecklenburgh Schwerin, shall each of them 
be restored to the complete and quiet pos- 
session of their estates; but the ports in the 
Duchies of Oldenburgh and Mecklenburgh 
shall remain in the possession of French gar- 
risons tiil the definitive treaty shal! be signed 
between Frange and England.—Art. XUL 
His Majesty. the Emperor Napoleon accepts 
of the mediatian of the Emperor of all the 
Russias, in order to negociate and conclude a 
definitive treaty of peace between France 
and England; however. only upon condi- 
tion that this mediation shall be accepted by 
England in one month after the exchange of 
the ratification of the present treaty.—Art. 
XIV. His Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias being desirous on bis part to mani- 
fest how ardently he desires to establish the 
most intimate and lasting relations between 
the twe Emperors, acknowledges his Majesty 
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Joseph Napoleon, King of Naples, and his 
Majesty Lou's Napoleon, King, of Holland. 
—Art. XV. His Majesty the Emperor of all 
the Russias, acknowledges the Confederation 
of the Rhine, the present state of the pos- 


said Majesty also promises, information be- 
ing communicated to him on the part of the 
Emperor Napoleon, to acknowledge those 


bers of the confederation, according to their 
rank specified in the act of contederation.— 
Art. XVI. His Majesty the Emperor of all 
the Russias cedes all his property in the 
right of sovereignty to the Lordship of Jevor, 


of Holland.—Art. XVII. The present treaty 
of peace shall be mutually binding, and in 
force for his Majesty the King of Naples, 
Joseph Napoleon, his Majesty Louis Napo- 
eon, King of Hollandj@nd the Sovereigns 
of the Confederation’ of the Rhine, in»al- 
liance with the Emperor Napoleon,—Art. 
XVIII. His Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias also acknowledges his Imperial 
Highness, Prince. Jerome Napoleon, as 
King of Westphalia. 


provinces ceded by the King of Prussia on 
the lett bank of the Elbe, and other states 
at present in the possession of his Majesty 
the Emperor Napoleon. 
Majesty the Emperor of all the Rusgias en- 
gages to recognize the limits which shall be 
determined by his Majesty the Emperor 
Napoleon, in pursuance of the foregoing 
XIXth article, and the cessions of his Majes- 
ty the King of Prussia (which shall be noti- 
fied to his Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias), together with the state of posses- 
‘sion resulting therefrom to the sovereigns for 
whose behoof they shall have been establish- 
ed.—Art. XXI. All hostilities shall imme- 
diately cease between the troops of his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of all the Russias and 
those of the Grand Seignior, at all points, 
wherever official intelligence shall arrive of 
the signing of the present treaty. The high 
contracting parties shall, without delay, dis- 
patch couriers extraordinary to convey the 
intelligence, with the utmost possible expe- 
dition, to the respective generals and com- 
manders—Art. XXII. The Prussian troops 
shall be withdrawn from the Provinces of 
Moldavia, but the said provinces may not be 
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Art. XX. His 
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occupiéd by the troops of the Grand Seig- 
nior, till after the exchange of the ratifica. 
tions of the future definitive ey S peace 
between Ruésia and the Ottoman Porte — 


Art. XX Il. His Majesty theyEmperor of 


sessions of the princes belonging to it, and | all the Russias accepts the mediation of hi; 


the titles of those which were conferred | Majesty the Emperor of France and King of 


upon them by the act of confederation, or : Italy, for the purpose of negociating a peace 


by the subsequent treaties of accession. His | 


advantageous and honourable to the two 
powers, aud of conclading thesame. The 
respective plenipotentiaries shall repair to 
that place which wil! béagreed upon by the 


sovereigns who may hereafter become mem- | two powers concerned, there to open the 


negociations, and to proceed therewith.— 
Art. XXTV. The periods, within which the 


| high contracting parties shall withdraw their 
| troops from the places which they are to 


evacuate pursuant to the above stipulations, 


in East Friesland, to his Majesty the King | as also the manner in which the different 


| stipulations contained in the present treaty, 


shail be executed, will be settled by a special 
agreerment.—Art, XXV. His Majesty the 
Emperor of the Freneh, King of Italy, an! 


| his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, 


mutually ensure to each other the integrity 
of their possessions, and of those of the pow- 
ers included in this present treaty, in the 


| state in which they are now settled, or fur- 
_ ther to be settled, pursuant to the above sti- 
Art. XIX The | 
Kingdom of Westphalia shall consist of the | 


nulations. —Art. XXVI. The prisoners made 
by the,eontracting parties, or those included 
in the present treaty, shall be restored in a 
mass,@nd without any cartel of exchange en 
both sides. —Art. XXVII. The commercial 
relations between the French Empire, the 
Kingdom of Italy, the Kingdoms of Naples 
and Holland, and the Confederated States of 


. the Rhine, on one side; and the Empire of 


Russia on the other, shall be replaced on the 
same footing as before the’ war.— — Art. 
XXVIII. The ceremonial between the two 
courts of the Thuilleries and Petersburgh, 
with respect to each other, and also their 
respective ambassadors, ministers, and en- 
voys, mutually accredited to each other, 
shall be placed on the footing of complete 
equality and reciprocity —Art XXIX. The 
present treaty shall be ratified by his Majes- 


‘ty the Emperor of the French, King of Italy, 


and his Majesty the Emperor of all the Rus- 
sias ; the ratifications shall be exchanged 10 
this city within the space of four days.—— 
Done at Tilsit, 7th July, (25th Jumey, 1807. 
(Signed) C. Maurice TaLieyran?, 
Pr. of Benevento. Prince ALEXANDER 
Kovurakin.——Prince Dimitry Lasanor? 
Van Rosrorr. A true Copy, (Signed) 
C. M. TatLerranp, Prince of Benevento. 
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